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Kalidasa, regard it as a razor-like weapon, and, according to die latter, it was six
cubits in circumference. The former places them among razor-like weapons. Ac-
cording to Vaisampayana it is a sort of circular disc with a quadrangular hole in
the middle1. A si was a long sword, 'bhlndipala from all accounts2 seems to have
been a heavy rod thrown against the enemy like a missile. Its special work was
'battering, cutting, breaking, dealing strokes like those of the laguda* or stick.
Both asi and bbindipdla have been mentioned in the Allahabad Pillar Inscription
and the Artbasdstra? in the latter, with slight variation (as/jastt, perhaps a longer
kind and bhhidivdla). Kautilya classes Wmdwdla among halnmtikhiini* "Parigha*
was a club studded with iron-spikes.7 hhidgara was a staff-hammer of iron. It
has been classed by the Arthasditra with the movable machines.8 Hahi, like the
plough-share, was an equally heavy weapon and must have been used in very
early times. Hhdlla was the spear or javelin-like weapon called bbald'm the Hindi
vernacular. This name was also borne by a kind of arrow9 because of its simi-
larity in shape. Gadd was a club made of iron. It has been enumerated by the
Arthasdstra as one of the movable machines.10 ^rahmdstra was a missile never
missing its object (amoghd). It has been described as appearing like the body of
the great serpent (scsti] wearing the ring of his formidable hood with its blazing
points being divided into ten splinters in the sky11. Gdndharrdstni or Mohandstra
was supposed to be a 'prayoga' or hypnotic practice causing sleep. Trayoga*
and 'Samhara' signified the shooting or the thrusting back into the quiver ofan
arrow. Prayoga means repetition of a certain mantra to endow the arrow with
a peculiar virtue which, enables it to assume a particular form or to
bring about a certain result, while samhara the repetition of the counter
mantra which takes away from the arrow the 'peculiar virtue it was
endowed with and it becomes again an ordinary arrow. tThe initiation in this
prayoga was effected by making the hero sip water with his face turned to-
wards the north and then accept the Mantra^-. Slings were also used in warfare
and Kalidasa credits the mountaineers with much skill in throwing stones with
slings13. Kautilya14 refers to three classes of these, viz., 'Yantrapdsdna, Gospana-
pdsdna and Mitstipdsdna. Sataghm is classed by some among immovable machines
killing a hundred persons at a single discharge as the etymology of the word sig-
nifies* But most probably it was a club pierced with innumerable sharp iron
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